
WEST
SIDE
A SELF-GUIDED TOUR OF OCEAN CITY’S 
AFRICAN-AMERICAN NEIGHBORHOOD

From the late 19th century through much of the 20th 
century, the Westside neighborhood was home to 

Ocean City’s African-American residents - families 
who built businesses, churches, hotels, restaurants, 

and social organizations while helping shape the 
city’s growth as a beloved seaside resort.

TAKE THIS SELF-GUIDED TOUR FOR AN 
IMMERSIVE, LIVING-HISTORY EXPERIENCE.

WALK THE

This brochure you’re viewing highlights the people, 
places, and stories that, when woven together, 
formed the Westside. Flip this panel to see points 
of interest in the neighborhood that no longer exist 
today. Then, open the brochure fully for a map and 
description of all 12 stops on the self-tour.

WHEN I THINK ABOUT MY NEIGHBORHOOD, 
I THINK ABOUT A COMMUNITY THAT RAISED 
GENERATIONS TOGETHER.

One of my favorite memories from 4th and West 
Avenue is the two neighborhood stores that stood 
across the street from each other, Mr. Brothers’ 
and Mr. Peter Granger’s. You could get just about 
anything there, food, cleaning supplies, candy, and 
ice cream. I remember Mr. Brothers was not too fond 
of taking pennies, but you could always walk across 
the street to Mr. Granger, who had the best penny 
candy around. Moments like that are what made 4th 
Street feel like home.

Assemblyman Antwan McClellan

Made possible by funds from the Cape May 
County Board of County Commissioners via 
the Cape May County Division of Culture & 
Heritage, a partner of the New Jersey State 
Historical Commission.

Ocean City Historical Museum

1735 Simpson Avenue, Ocean City, NJ

609-399-1801 • oceancitymuseum.org

Located in the city’s community center, the Ocean 
City Historical Museum preserves and shares the rich 
history of the island, including exhibits on OC’s surfing 
history, Boardwalk, music, local legends, and the 
Sindia shipwreck. Admission is free.

U.S. Life Saving Station No. 30

4th Street & Atlantic Avenue, Ocean City, NJ

609-398-5553 • uslifesavingstation30.com

One of Ocean City’s most historic buildings is now a 
two-story living history museum, telling the story of 
the brave surfmen who rescued shipwreck victims 
along the coast. Admission is free.

STEP INTO OCEAN 
CITY’S HISTORY WITH A VISIT 
TO THE OCEAN CITY HISTORICAL MUSEUM 
AND THE US LIFE SAVING STATION #30.

Alice’s 
Store

Sylvester & Dorothy 

Thompson

Assemblyman Antwan McClellan made history in 
2020 as the first African American sworn in from New 
Jersey’s (NJ’s) First Legislative District. His legacy 
includes establishing NJ’s Black Heritage Trail, 
a collection of sites across the state where Black 
communities made profound contributions including 
Cape May’s Harriet Tubman Museum.

These points of interest highlight important 
people, businesses, and places that no longer 
exist today, but were essential to the growth and 
character of the Westside community.

POINTS OF 

INTEREST
925 West Avenue
The residence of OC’s first African American family 
- Jacob, Mary, and Lewis Still. Jacob, a Civil War 
veteran, who operated a confectionery store in the 
Brower Building at Eighth and Boardwalk in 1893.

JACOB & MARY ANN STILL HOME

8th & West Avenue
John Sheppard Trower was a successful 
confectioner, real estate investor, and caterer in 
Ocean City, acquiring 14 properties between 1896 
and 1905, including Trower Hall.

JOHN SHEPPARD TROWER

722 West Avenue
Built by entrepreneur Edward C. Williams as part 
of his growing business empire on Ocean City’s 
Westside. Born in Florida in 1877, Williams arrived 
in Ocean City in 1910 and opened his first venture, a 
pool hall. 

EDWARD C. WILLIAMS AUDITORIUM

7th & West Avenue
Owned by Edward and David Turner, the station sold 
cigars, cigarettes, penny candy, and soda. Mr. Ed was 
known for pumping gas and cleaning car windows, front 
and back, while inside, men gathered around a free-
standing stove, talking and smoking. 

EDWARD TURNER’S MOBIL STATION

110 W. 7th Street
Born in Maryland, Alice (1894–2003) and Nathaniel 
Peterson came to Ocean City in the late 1920s and first 
lived in the Mercer Place row homes before moving to 
this bungalow.

ALICE CORNISH PETERSON HOME

6th & Simpson
Hotel Thomas stood at Sixth and Simpson as one of the 
early accommodations for African American visitors. 
The three-story hotel was erected for William Thomas, 
a well-known Black resident.

HOTEL THOMAS

767 - 618 Bay Avenue
In 1944, the local chapter was reorganized by John 
Pye, Joseph Foxworth, Bright Alford, Obed Moore, 
and Charles Brydson, strengthening the lodge’s role 
in the Westside, providing social, charitable, and 
mutual-aid support.

PRIDE OF OCEAN CITY ELKS LODGE

442 West Avenue
Alice’s Store began as Minerva’s, where Minerva’s 
son Charles Clayton Bryant (“Brother”) helped out. 
Minerva’s daughter Alice later took over, renaming it 
Alice’s, and sold groceries, candies, and tobacco.

ALICE’S AKA MR. BROTHER’S STORE

207 4th Street
Harris was an Olympic candidate in discus and played 
football at Indiana University. He enlisted in the 
U.S. Army Air Forces on July 23, 1943, becoming a 
member of the Tuskegee Airmen during World War II.

ARCHIE HARRIS HOME

201 Bay Avenue
Owned by Rev. Comfort and his wife, Margaret 
“Maggie”, it was one of the most prominent lodging 
houses for African Americans. Rev. Comfort was 
pastor of OC Baptist Mission during summers of 
1898 and 1899.

HOTEL COMFORT

In 1953, New York investor George Walker Williams 
and wife, Annie Mae Hankerson, began purchasing 
properties along Bay Avenue, including 
Bayview Guest House. In 1957, they 
acquired the Hotel Comfort.

GEORGE WILLIAMS PROPERTIES

UNFOLD TO 
WALK THE WESTSIDE

Hotel 
Thomas 

John Sheppard Trower
Dick Grimes

Points of interest are not listed on the map.
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